
To: offleyhousefarm@outlook.com 

From: Dale Garside-Chell 

Date: Monday 6 July 2020 

 

Dear Mr Jones 

  

Further to your previous email I have now had chance to thoroughly review your 

points and submissions.  

 

I have spoken to my manager and while the report will still be presented at the Panel 

on 17 July 2020 you will be able to submit evidence up until the point of the meeting 

itself.  

 

In respect of point 3, when reviewing old maps we enlist the assistance of a team of 

trained specialists who work within the Council. They use advanced software to 

enable them to analyse the evidence and terrain to enable them to draft a map of 

where the alleged route may lie. This information is passed back to myself and will 

assist me on making a recommendation. As mentioned within the report, I have 

recommended an Order be made based upon reasonable allegation. This means 

that it is reasonable to allege that this route once existed based upon the available 

evidence.   

 

The alleged public bridleway is said to commence at Langot Lane and finish where it 

meets another public bridleway. The fact it would cross private land cannot be taken 

into consideration by the Panel as a matter of law.  

 

In relation to the Forestry Commission Maps these do not infer any public status of 

any routes. At present we are recommending an Order be made as we have no 

evidence to refute the alleged public status of the route. If you can show evidence to 

the contrary, such as a Court Order stopping up the route then that would be 

significant to the case.  

 

In respect of the comments made by the North Staffordshire Bridleways Association, 

they have not submitted any evidence and their comments are unlikely to add any 

real weight to the case. In respect of the access to the track entrance at Langot Lane 

factors such as security, suitability and health and safety cannot be taken into 

consideration by the Panel as a matter of law. The evidence submitted by the 

applicant dates back to the early 19th century and pre dates any gates or fences 

currently in place.  

 

In respect of the badger setts I understand your concerns however, as above, this is 

not a factor that the Panel can take into consideration.  

  



 

I have also considered the email from Natural England. The point of this s53 

application is that it is not an application to create a new public highway, but to 

recognise one that has always existed. It’s use may have been lost with memory and 

its recording omitted from maps over the centuries but presently there is no evidence 

to suggest that the route was ever extinguished. The legal maxim used in such 

applications is ‘once a highway, always a highway’. If it would assist, we can contact 

Natural England to explain the situation?  

 

I will ensure your comments and evidence are put before the Panel for them to 

consider. My report only contains a recommendation and it is up to the Panel to 

determine the outcome.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any other queries.  

 

Many thanks 

 

Dale 


